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INSIDE  N.l. 

M EMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN  1 S REPORT 

July  1985  Applications  for  Membership;  The  following  persons  have  ap- 
pTTed  for  members hi p . If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  Septem- 
ber 1,  1985,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2121 -MT  Herman  Blanton,  Jr.,  116  S.  Walnut  St.,  London,  Ohio  43140 
(Colombia,  Britain,  Europe  Medieval,  Ancient) 

2122  Phil  Bilson,  10  Mallory  Crescent,  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada 
M4G  3L5  --  (20th  Century  World) 

2123  Dominic  J.  Garetto,  RR  1,  Box  77A,  Winona,  Minn.  55987 

(Pre  Meiji  Japan,  Roman  Republic) 

2124-MT  Norman  A.  Winter,  13  Warren  Ave.  , Hawthorne,  N.J.  07506 
(Ancients,  Medieval,  Colonial,  Foreign  Sets) 

2125  Scott  Kramer,  41  Chapman  Road,  Stoughton,  Mass.  02072 
(Jewish/Israeli,  WW  II  Occupation  Issues) 

2126-MT  Dave  Davenport,  10024  41st  St.  N.E.,  Seattle,  Wash.  98125 


CORRECTION:  The  name  was  misspelled  on  the  following  March  application. 

2106-MT  Gregory  Paul  Franck-Weiby , 2803  Spring  Villa  St.,  S.E., 
Silverton,  Oregon  97381  --  (Primitive,  Ancient  & Modern) 

***** 


DONATIONS  REPORT 

We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  following  donations  received  since  the  last 
report: 


Name 


Type  of  Donation 


HULSE,  Granvyl  G. , Jr. 600  coins  (NVS) 
MEAD,  D.  H.  29  Coins  (NVS) 

NVS  = No  Value  Stated  by  donor 


Preference  of  Use 

NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Reference  Collection 


***** 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material  to 
the  NI  Library. 

Nathaniel  Greenwald 

P0RTE0US,  JOHN.  COINS.  Pub.  1973,  96pp,  ill  us.  A general  history 
from  Greece  to  the  present.  Richly  illustrated. 
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MOSSOP , H,  R.  The  Lincoln  Mint.  c890-1279.  Pub.  1970,  32pp,  w/101 
plates. 

WHITING,  J.  R.  S.  British  Trade  Tokens.  A Social  and  Economic  His- 
tory. Pub.  1972,  192pp,  ill  us . 

ASHMOLEAN  MUSEUM.  Treasures  of  the  Ashmolean  Museum.  Pub.  1970, 
ca  120pp,  illus.  Contains  a section  of  coins  in  their  collection. 

.FRANCIS,  SIR  FRANK.  Treasures  of  the  British  Museum.  Pub.  1971, 

360pp,  illus.  Contains  a chapter  on  coins. 

HOBSON,  BURTON.  Historic  gold  coins  of  the  world.  Pub.  1971,  192pp, 
all  illus.  in  color. 

GRANT,  MICHAEL.  Julius  Caesar.  Pub.  1969  , 2 7 1 pp , illus.  Though 
not  numismatic,  coins  are  used  to  assist  in  illustrating  his  life. 

DE  LA  BERE,  SIR  IVAN.  The  Queen's  Orders  of  Chivalry.  Pub.  1964, 
228pp,  illus. 

RAWLINGS,  G.  B.  Ancient, medieval,  modem  coins  and  how  to  keep  them. 

Pub.  1966,  360pp,  w/plates. 

CRAWFORD,  MICHAEL  H.  Roman  Republican  Coin  Hoards.  Pub.  1969, 

170pp,  w/plates. 

CHARLESWORTH , M.  P.  The  Roman  Empire.  Reprint  1968,  150pp,  not 
illus.  Not  numismatic,  but  a good  history  for  the  casual  reader. 

BRAUER,  GEORGE  C.,  JR.  The  Young  Emperors.  Prelude  to  the  Fall  of 
Rome3  A.D.  193-244.  Pub.  1967,  241 pp,  not  illus.  Historical  back- 
ground interest  for  the  collector  of  Roman  coins. 

BROWN , AUGUSTUS . The  London  Mint  Under  the  Romans  (AD  296-325).  Pub. 
ca  1960 's,  12pp,  w/plates. 

BROWN,  AUGUSTUS.  Romano -British  Coins.  Pub.  ca  1960's,  28pp,  w/plate. 

BROWN,  AUGUSTUS.  Coins  of  the  First  British  Empire.  (AD  287-296). 

Pub.  ca  1960's,  12pp,  w/plate. 

WEAR,  TED  G.  Ancient  Coins.  How  to  collect  for  fun  and  profit.  Pub. 
1965,  152pp,  illus. 

LINECAR,  HOWARD  W.  A.  British  Commonwealth  Coinage.  "Practical 
Handbooks  for  Collectors"  series.  Pub.  1959,  291 pp,  illus. 

WIELANDT,  FRIEDRICH.  Badische  munz-und  geldgeschichte.  Pub.  1955, 
573pp,  w/plates. 

P0RTE0US,  JOHN.  Coins  in  history.  Pub.  1969,  251pp,  illus. 

BREGLIA,  LAURA.  Roman  Imperial  Coins.  Their  art  and  technique. 

Pub.  1968,  236pp , illus. 

Mike  Maier 

ALBUM,  STEPHEN,  Marsden's  numismata  Orientalia  illustrata.  A guide 
to  Islamic  and  Oriental  coins  with  values.  Pub.  1977,  318pp,  illus. 
An  excellent  basic  cross  reference. 

John  L.  Pieratt 

PIERATT,  JOHN  L.  Vietnam  from  past  to  present.  Pub.  1985.  A private 
printing.  59pp,  illus. 
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LACROIX,  DESIRE.  Numismatique  Annamite.  Pub.  1900  (copy),  231 pp , 
w/plates . 

II.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  would  also  like  to  thank  Walter  L. 
Mason,  Jr.  and  Bruce  W.  Smith  for  their  donations  of  numismatic  mater- 
ial to  the  Library. 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 

NI  Book  Librarian 

**********************  ***********************************  ************* 
INFORMATION,  Please  - Replies 

June  item  identified  as  a video  game  token 

Just  a note  to  let  you  know  that  the  INFORMATION,  Please  token  (June, 
p 1 66 ) picturing  the  man  wearing  the  turban  on  the  obverse,  and  the 
mosque  on  the  reverse  is  a video  game  token  from  the  Land  of  Ozz  video 
game  parlor. 

This  is  an  older  design.  The  Land  of  Ozz  is  currently  replacing  these 
tokens  with  a new  design. 

The  new  design  is  also  of  brass,  same  size  and  shape  reading  on  the 
obverse  BALLY'S  LE  MARS  FAMILY  FUN  CENTERS,  and  on  the  reverse  PLAY- 
GROUND OF  THE  MIND. 


Marlin  Etzel 
Sgt.  Bluff,  Iowa 

Second  June  "whatzit"  probably  a baseball  prize  token  of  Japan 

Reference  the  second  Whatzit  on  page  166  (June).  I can't  read  all  of 
the  characters  on  the  piece  because  of  the  poor  lighting  in  the  photo- 
graph, but  the  top  character  on  the  reverse  (in  a round  field)  says 
"prize".  The  initials  YG  are  probably  for  Yomiuri  Giants,  a Japanese 
major  league  team.  There  seem  to  be  two  characters  at  the  bottom  of 
that  side  , and  perhaps  three  or  four  characters  at  the  bottom  of  the 
side  with  the  player.  A better  photo  would  be  a big  help.  It  is  prob- 
ably a prize  given  for  some  sort  of  youth  "event"  program  (like  the 
punt,  pass  and  kick  programs  we  have  for  football  in  the  U.S.). 

Joseph  E.  Boling 
APO  San  Francisco 

********************************************************************** 
EDITOR  COMMENTS 


We  wish  to  thank  those  who  responded  to  our  request  for  articles  and 
other  material  last  month.  We  are  still  in  urgent  need  of  material  to 
assure  filling  all  the  pages  for  the  next  few  months.  Summer  is  usually 
a slow  time  for  material  coming  in  due  to  vacations,  etc.,  but  if  you 
have  the  time,  please  consider  penning  a short,  or  long,  article  on 
your  favorite  collecting  area.  It  can  be  sent  to  either  myself  or  Article 
Editor,  Fred  Drost.  Many  thanks  for  your  support. 
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FROM  THE  MAILBOX 


Member  answers  most  questions  regarding  Dutch  WVJ  II  10  G.  notes 

Dear  Mr.  Eglseer, 


I read  with  interest  your  article  on  the  "Dutch  World  War  II  Banknote 
Research"  in  Vol . 19,  No.  4 (April  1985)  issue  of  the  NI  BULLETIN.  En- 
closed is  some  information  which  may  help  you. 

After  checking  my  notes,  I have  the  following,  which  help  answer  a few 
of  the  questions  you  pose. 

1943  Feb  3 Wednesday  BB 

1943  Feb  4 Thursday  BC 

1944  Feb  7 Monday  BW 

1944  Feb  18  Friday  BY 

I also  have  the  following,  not  listed  in  your  article: 

1944  Feb  26  CF 

1944  Feb  28  CG 

1944  Feb  29  CH 


The  question  of  whether  BX  comes  with  8 Feb  or  17  Feb  date  is  still 
unsolved. 


The  meaning  of  the  number  before  the  prefix  is  (to)  keep  an  accounting 
of  the  number  of  100,000  notes  issued.  That  is,  6 BS  would  mean  (to  me) 
that  at  least  600,000  notes  were  printed  for  the  BS  prefix  (with  the 
same  date).  The  maximum  number  would  probably  vary  from  day  to  day. 

J have  for  years  been  keeping  statistics  on  Dutch  notes;  if  there  should 
be  any  particular  denomination  which  may  be  of  interest  please  let  me 
know  and  I can  relay  what  information  I have  gathered  on  the  issue. 

Dr.  L.  Wojtiw 
Edmonton,  Alberta,  Canada 


Reader  expands /corrects  some  items  in  1945-1980  European  coinage  article 

Dear  Mr.  Campbell , 

I just  to-day  received  the  NI  BULLETIN  for  March  (1985),  in  which  I 
found  your  article  "Coins  of  the  Nations,  Europe,  1945-1980".  The  way 
you  put  it  together  is  quite  informative  and  readable,  and  I read  it 
with  much  interest.  May  I add  some  information  which  you  might  find 
useful ? 

The  coat  of  arms  of  Poland  and  Czechoslovakia  are  not  completely  un- 
changed. The  classical  Polish  eagle  was  crowned,  as  you  can  still  see 
on  the  Polish  coins  of  the  1st  Republic  between  1st  and  2nd  World  War. 
The  Czechoslovakian  coat  of  arms  had  been  the  Bohemian  Lion  with  a 
Slovakian  coat  of  arms  on  the  breast.  Now  the  Bohemian  Lion  has  lost 
his  crown,  instead  a Soviet  Star  on  top  of  his  head,  and  instead  of  the 
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Slovakian  shield  there  is  now  just  a smaller  shield  with  some  flames. 

You  are  right,  the  Czech  word  "halir"  (pi.  haleru)  is  the  translation 
of  Heller.  Heller  and  Krone  was  used  in  Bohemia  when  it  was  part  of 
the  Austrian-Hungarian  Empire  before  1918.  The  Austrian  banknotes  be- 
fore the  1st  World  War  gave  the  denomination  also  in  Czech  language, 
so  they  just  kept  the  denomination. 

The  same  applied  in  Hungary.  The  Filler  is  just  the  translation  of 
Heller.  When  Austria  introduced  its  new  currency  in  1891  1 Krone  = 

100  Heller,  in  Hungary  it  was  called  1 Korona  = 100  Filler.  After 
independence  in  1919  they  changed  to  Pengd  = 100  Filler,  and  after 
the  2nd  World  War  to  Forint  (which  they  had  already  up  to  1891!)  = 

100  Filler. 

The  Bulgarian  Stotinkia  is  actually  1/1 00th , so  you  are  right,  "sto" 
is  "hundred".  The  "Lew"  like  the  Romanian  "Leu"  just  means  "Lion". 

I also  could  not  find  any  source  for  the  word  "Banu"  (pi.  Bani). 

The  West-German  Eagle  is  definitely  not  the  "Hohenzol lern-Eagle"  as 
the  Hohenzol lern  never  had  an  eagle  but  a black  and  white  parted  coat 
of  arms  (it  is  a small  shield  on  the  breast  of  the  German  Reichs-Adler 
during  the  Empire).  (Ed.  See  author's  rebuttal  at  end  of  letter). 

Switzerland  abandoned  the  use  of  silver  in  1968,  correct,  but  Federal 
Republic  of  Germany  used  a silver  5 DM  until  1974!  Please  allow  me  to 
point  out  a printing  error  respecting  the  Netherlands.  Queen  Juliana 
took  over  in  1948,  not  1961  (Ed.  My  error 3 this  should  have  been  cor- 
rected). An  error  also  occured  in  respect  to  Austria.  The  Schilling 
did  not  start  before  the  currency  reform  of  1924.  Chief  denominations 
between  1891  and  1924  was  the  Krone. 

Wi 1 helm  R.  Eglseer 
Fed.  Republic  of  Germany 

(The  following  is  some  comments  of  I.  C.  G.  Campbell  with  regards  to 
the  "Hohenzollem-Eagle". ) 

As  for  the  West  German  eagle  - Prussia,  i.e.  the  Hohenzollerns , defin- 
itely used  an  eagle  on  their  coins,  whence  the  title  "Kaiser",  i.e. 
Caesar,  as  a counter  balance  to  the  Habsburgs  and  recalling  the  old 
Holy  Roman  Empire.  The  difference  between  the  Empire  and  the  Republic 
is  that  the  eagle  is  uncrowned. 


I.  C.  G.  Campbell 
Lincoln,  Nebraska 


Letter  sparks  Dr.  Aring’s  followup  article  on  unknown  M.  East  lead  coin 

Thanks  for  sending  the  NI  BULLETIN  (Oct. '84).  The  Marco  Polo  article 
was  quite  interesting.  I found  the  illustration  on  page  306  (#9)  fas- 
cinating. I wonder  how  they  know  this  is  a Christian  coin?  I mean,  do 
they  know  this  one  came  from  a Christian  community  or  is  the  assumption 
being  made  because  it  has  a cross  on  it?  The  cross,  of  course,  is  not 
exclusive  to  Christianity.  It  would  seem  unlikely  they  would  put  Christ 
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behind  the  cross.  The  6 disks  formed  into  a circle  resemble  an  ancient 
symbol  for  two  entwined  triangles  which  is  a mystical  symbol  still  used 
today.  I would  love  to  see  the  actual  coin!  There  are  two  lines  coming 
down  from  the  circle  of  6 disks  which  look  like  radiations  of  light. 

Very  curious  coin.  Would  love  to  investigate  it  further  but  don't  sup- 
pose there  is  much  left  in  the  way  of  information  to  investigate! 

Georgia  A.  Balluck 
Struthers,  Ohio 

(Ed's  Note:  Dr.  Aring's  second  article  "A  Lead  Coin  of  an  Unknown 

Middle  Eastern  Mint"  is  in  this  issue.) 

**★******'*■**************★****■*■*********************★*****★************** 
THE  BANK  OF  ENGLAN D 

"It  was  founded  in  1694,  in  the  reign  of  William  III,  and  in  its 
vaults  lie  our  gold  reserves.  In  this  respect  the  Bank  is  the  Fort 
Knox  of  Great  Britain.  During  the  18th  century  the  Bank  became  the 
main  source  of  supply  of  gold  coins.  Owners  of  bullion  could  exchange 
it  here  for  coin.  It  must  have  been  most  exciting  to  be  able  to  go 
along  to  the  Bank  with  a bar  of  gold,  and  to  be  handed  lovely  new 
sovereigns  in  exchange.  Unhappily  one  cannot  do  this  now.  The  prac- 
tice was  stopped  by  the  Gold  Standard  Act  of  1925. 

To  the  tens  of  thousands  of  people  who  pass  this  building  every  day 
it  is  just  "The  Bank".  I imagine  few  of  them  have  a clue  to  the  number 
of  people  employed  there,  to  the  amount  of  work  that  is  dealt  with 
every  day,  to  the  immense  influence  the  Bank  has  on  world  monetary 
affairs,  and  to  the  vast  resources  that  lie  in  the  vaults.  One  of  the 
smaller  sights  of  London  is  the  progress  of  the  Bank  Picket,  which 
normally  marches  from  Wellington  Barracks  to  the  Bank  each  night,  to 
stand  guard  over  the  nation's  wealth.  The  need  for  this  picket  of 
Guards  has  recently  been  questioned  in  the  House  (Chamber  of  Parliament). 
Allegations  have  been  made  that  its  progress  obstructs  traffic,  and 
that  the  men  hate  the  assignment.  It  would  be  a pity  to  see  this 
ancient  and  colourful  little  ceremony  forced  off  the  London  streets  by 
modern  traffic.  Moreover,  I have  always  understood  that  the  men,  in 
the  main,  liked  the  job  of  guarding  the  Bank  since  the  Governors  were 
not  ungenerous  to  their  guard  in  the  manner  of  creature  comforts.  How 
true  is  the  saying  "safe  as  the  Bank  of  England",  My  thoughts  when 
passing  the  Bank  are  of  gratitude,  and  a dream  of  what  a wonderful  time 
I could  have  were  I allowed  to  sort  through  some  of  the  sovereigns  in 
the  vaults  below.  To  the  Bank  a sovereign  is  just  a sovereign,  but  I 
am  sure  I should  find  varieties  I have  never  seen,  or  may  never  be  able 
to  acquire." 

Cullimore  Allen  (1975) 

(Eds.  Note:  Can  anyone  tell  us  if  the  Bank  Picket  still  guards  "The  Bank 

*********************************************************************** 

THE  "DRUNKARD".  The  Byzantine  Emperor  Michael  III  was  known  as  Michael 
the  "Drunkard"  because  of  his  fondness  for  the  liquid  spirits. 

(Submitted  by  Robert  R.  Kutcher) 
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THE  RIVAL  COLONELS 

0.  D.  Cresswell*  Belfast*  Northern  Ireland 3 NI  # 560 

It  is  a truism  that  behind  every  coin  or  medal  there  lies  a story  and 
to  the  true  collector  that  story  is  the  main  reason  for  collecting. 

The  oval  engraved  silver  medal  of  the  Galway  Volunteers  could  tell  a 


(Photo  courtesy  of  National  Museum  of  Ireland) 


tale  of  an  Ireland  which  waited  for  a French  invasion,  partly  with 
expectation  of  an  independent  state,  but  on  the  part  of  the  ruling 
classes  with  apprehension  that  the  blood  which  flowed  in  the  gutters 
of  Paris  could  find  an  echo  in  the  streets  of  Dublin.  In  an  attempt 
to  be  prepared  for  such  an  invasion,  the  landed  gentry  formed  scores 
of  small  volunteer  units  from  among  their  tenants  and  the  island 
echoed  to  the  commands  of  army  pensioners  hurriedly  resurrected  from 
retirement  to  teach  the  youthful  recruits  how  to  form  fours  and  the 
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other  manoeuvres  which  formed  the  essential  equipment  of  soldiers  in 
the  late  eighteenth  century.  Galway  was  no  exception  and  a unit  called 
the  Galway  Volunteers  was  raised  and  very  shortly  reached  its  comple- 
ment of  recruits  and  officers.  The  position  of  Colonel  of  so  spenldid 
a body  of  men  would  be  much  sought  after  by  the  gentry  of  Galway  but 
the  choice  soon  fell  to  one  of  two  men,  Richard  Martin  and  George 
Robert  Fitzgerald. 

The  rivalry  between  the  two  men  was  intense  and  tinged  with  envy  and 
it  must  be  said,  hatred,  of  Fitzgerald  towards  Martin.  The  reasons 
for  that  hatred  are  far  from  easy  to  disentangle  so  long  after  the 
events  to  be  described,  but  I suppose  that  basically  it  was  envy  which 
drove  Fitzgerald  on  his  death  and  infamy.  Richard  Martin  was  born 
heir  to  the  largest  estate  in  the  Province  of  Connaught,  an  estate  so 
vast  that  it  was  said  that  the  driveway  to  his  house  was  thirty  miles 
long.  It  was  the  family's  misfortune  that  on  either  side  of  that 
driveway  lay  not  the  rolling  cornfields  of  the  English  shires  but 
rather  the  bleak  boglands  of  Connemara.  Added  to  this  was  the  strange 
ambition  which  was  dear  to  Richard's  father.  He  had  set  his  mind  on 
having  his  son  a Member  of  Parliament.  In  the  eighteenth  century 
everything  was  obtainable  at  a price  and  Richard  senior  was  perfectly 
content  to  pay  that  price  to  achieve  his  ambition.  That  price  in 
eighteenth  century  Ireland  was  that  his  son  should  be  brought  up  as  a 
Protestant  as  no  Catholic  could  be  elected  to  Parliament.  A French 
king  once  said  that  France  was  worth  a mass.  I do  not  know  in  what 
words  the  elder  Martin  framed  the  sacrifice  of  his  religion  but  the 
price  was  paid  and  Richard  Martin,  duly  educated  as  a member  of  the 
Established  Church,  was  returned  to  the  Irish  Parliament  in  Dublin 
as  Member  for  Galway.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  Richard  Martin  had 
satisfied  his  father's  obsession,  but  to  be  elected  to  Parliament  was 
to  be  faced  with  re-election  sooner  or  later,  and  the  expenses,  bribes 
would  maybe  be  a more  accurate  description,  over  a period  of  fifty 
/ears  were  to  bankrupt  the  family  estates.  So  much  so  that  when  in 
1914  Kitchener's  poster  "Your  King  and  Country  Needs  You"  called  forth 
the  young  gentry  of  Ireland  to  die  in  Flanders,  the  last  of  the  Martins, 
Jasper  by  name,  answered  the  call,  not  from  Connemara  but  from  the  tea 
plantations  of  Ceylon.  Part  of  the  trouble  was  the  Union  of  the  two 
Kingdoms  in  1800  which  necessitated  Irish  members  to  live  in  London 
rather  than  in  the  more  accessible  and  less  expensive  Dublin.  Richard 
Martin  had  already  established  his  base  in  London  and  to  the  expenses 
this  move  entailed  he  added  the  crippling  costs  of  trying  to  keep  up 
with  the  Prince  Regent,  the  arbiter  of  fashion  and  foolish  extrava- 
gance. Bankruptcy  approached  rapidly.  In  the  meantime,  while  he  made 
not  the  slightest  mark  on  contemporary  history  as  a parliamentarian , 
Richard  Martin  earned  for  himself  the  nickname  of  Hair  Trigger  Dick 
from  his  prowess  with  a duelling  pistol.  There  is  no  record  of  the 
number  of  duels  he  fought,  but  in  the  days  before  an  unsympathetic 
government  spoiled  the  gentry's  fun  by  calling  a duel  murder  and  hang- 
ing the  survivor,  Richard  Martin  was  a man  to  be  avoided.  Yet  Fitz- 
gerald sought  after  a duel  with  this  man  as  we  are  told  harts  desire 
the  cool i ng  waters . 

Leaving  Martin  with  his  well  earned  reputation  as  a marksman,  it  is 
time  to  have  a look  at  the  rival  candidate  for  the  position  of  Colonel 
of  the  Galway  Volunteers.  George  Robert  Fitzgerald  was  one  of  those 
incredible  individuals  who  turn  up  in  Irish  history  and  provoke  the 
comment  that  fact  is  stranger  than  fiction.  He  first  attracted  the 
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attention  of  local  people  by  quarrelling  with  his  father.  Cynics  may 
assert  that  that  is  what  fathers  are  for,  but  few  sons  carried  a quar- 
rel as  far  as  Fitzgerald.  The  elder  Fitzgerald  had  a liking  for  low 
women  and  indulged  himself  freely.  He  also  spent  the  family  fortune 
as  if  money  was  going  out  of  fashion.  George  Robert  did  not  remon- 
strate with  his  father  over  these  failings,  he  imprisoned  him.  Auth- 

•orities  in  general  take  a rather  jaundiced  view  of  those  who  usurp 

their  powers  and  Galway  was  no  exception.  In  order  to  bring  the  young 
man  to  face  charges  in  court,  a military  expedition  was  mounted.  George 
Robert  was  Colonel  of  the  Turlough  Volunteers,  band  of  youthful  ruf- 
fians, and  as  well  as  having  this  force  at  his  disposal,  Turlough  was 
defended  by  cannon,  ancient  perhaps,  but  just  as  lethal  as  the  most  up 
to  date  cannon  in  the  country.  So,  a force  of  infantry,  calvary  and 
artillery  made  its  way  from  Galway  to  Turlough  only  to  find  the  bird 
had  flown.  George  Robert  had  taken  to  the  sea  in  an  attempt  to  escape, 
and  presumably  to  prevent  his  father  from  spending  any  money  in  his 
absence,  the  old  man  was  carried  along  as  a prisoner.  A glance  at  the 
map  will  show  that  trying  to  row  to  the  west  from  Galway  will  mean  a 
landfall  in  America,  so  young  Fitzgerald  decided  to  return  and  face 
the  music,  and  the  inevitable  jail  sentence. 

When  he  was  released,  Fitzgerald  set  out  on  a campaign  to  force  Richard 
Martin  into  a duel,  but  Martin  resolutely  avoided  taking  offence  no 
matter  how  blatant  the  insult.  The  reasons  for  this  are  unclear  as 
surely  with  his  well  earned  reputation  as  a duellist,  he  did  not  fear 
the  outcome  of  a meeting.  Fitzgerald  then  turned  his  attention  to  a 
neighbouring  family,  the  Altamonts.  It  must  be  admitted  that  being 
neighbour  to  the  Fitzgerald  family  would  hardly  be  used  by  an  estate 

•agent  as  a selling  point  for  a property.  The  young  Altamont  realised 
that  to  face  Fitzgerald  over  duelling  pistols  was  a death  sentence  and 
prudently  lay  very,  very  low.  Richard  Martin  decided  to  relieve  young 
Altamont  of  the  responsibility  and  actively  sought  a duel  with  Fitz- 
gerald. Part  of  the  bitter  hatred  of  Fitzgerald  towards  Martin  could 
be  laid  at  the  door  of  the  rivalry  for  the  position  as  Colonel  of  the 
Galway  Volunteers,  but  Martin  had  scarcely  poured  oil  on  troubled 
waters  by  volunteering  to  act  as  Prosecutor  at  the  trial  of  Fitzgerald. 
Anyway,  the  duel  was  inevitable  and  took  place  in  Castlebar.  Martin 
had  sent  a servant  on  ahead  with  the  well  tried  duelling  pistols  but 
the  servant,  in  the  way  of  many  a servant  in  Lover's  novels,  got  drunk 
and  Martin  had  to  borrow  some  horse  pistols  so  stiff  that  the  trigger 
could  hardly  be  pulled.  On  the  barrack  square  at  Castlebar  the  two 
rivals  at  last  met. 


However,  Fitzgerald  was  no  crack  shot  so  when  the  two  men  were  placed 
at  the  customary  distance  apart,  he  complained  that  he  would  need  a 
cannon  to  hit  Martin  at  that  range.  Martin  duly  obliged  his  enemy  and 
advanced  until  the  pistols  touched.  Two  shots  rang  out.  Incredibly, 
Fitzgerald  missed  at  point  blank  range.  Martin  did  not.  He  shot 
Fitzgerald  through  the  body  and  he  fell.  To  everyone's  surprise  he 
got  to  his  feet  and  demanded  a second  shot.  Again  the  two  pistols 
discharged  and  this  time  Martin  fell.  Only  devoted  nursing  saved  his 
life  and  hever  again  did  he  take  part  in  a duel.  As  for  Fitzgerald, 
once  again  he  was  shot  through  the  body,  got  to  his  feet  and  walked 
away.  Many  years  later  Martin,  in  a letter,  expressed  the  opinion 
that  Fitzgerald  wore  armour  under  his  shirt.  It  seems  the  only  pos- 
sible explanation. 
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Fitzgerald's  career  after  the  duel  was  a short  one  in  time  but  packed 
with  more  violence  and  bad  temper  than  many  a normal  lifetime.  Effect- 
ively sent  to  Coventry  by  the  gentry  of  Galway,  he  satisfied  his  love 
for  hunting  by  doing  so  at  night.  It  might  have  been  a weird  sight  as 
he  and  his  ruffianly  followers  careened  across  the  boglands  of  Conne- 
mara by  moonlight.  His  other  hobby,  quarrelling  with  his  neighbours, 
was  satisfied  by  a feud  with  the  McDonnel  family.  Bearing  in  mind  how 
Altamont  had  survived  the  attentions  of  Fitzgerald,  young  McDonnel  re- 
fused to  accept  any  insult  and  Fitzgerald  was  driven  in  desperation  to 
take  legal  advice.  He  had  a tame  barrister,  just  as  he  had  a tame  bear 
which  terrorised  the  neighbourhood,  and  this  reprobate  unearthed  a law 
which  said  it  was  legal  to  kill  a prisoner  who  tried  to  escape  from 
custody.  His  wine  sodden  brain  failed  to  realise  that  the  custody  had 
to  be  lawful,  so  Fitzgerald  was  set  on  a course  that  led  to  the  gallows. 
With  the  aid  of  the  Turlough  Volunteers,  McDonnel  and  two  of  his  ser- 
vants were  taken  prisoner.  However,  knowing  that  rescue  was  only  a 
matter  of  time,  McDonnel  wisely  decided  not  to  present  his  back  as  a 
target  for  Fitzgerald's  pistol,  having  expended  a lot  of  effort  making 
sure  his  front  never  became  a target.  Back  for  more  legal  advice.  This 
time  he  was  told  that  if  an  attempt  was  made  to  rescue  the  prisoners, 
they  could  be  legally  shot.  An  elaborate  charade  was  set  up  on  a lone- 
ly road.  A shot  was  fired  and  the  cry  went  up  that  the  prisoners  were 
escaping.  The  three  men  were  pistolled  in  cold  blood. 

One  of  the  servants  shammed  death  at  the  side  of  the  road  and  the  end 
of  Fitzgerald's  reign  of  terror  was  in  sight.  His  gamekeeper  turned 
King's  evidence  to  save  his  neck  and  the  trial  was  a formality,  no 
need  this  time  for  Martin  to  act  as  Prosecutor.  Fitzgerald,  his  tame 
lawyer  and  the  servant  who  fired  the  fatal  shot  into  McDonnel 's  body 
were  sentenced  to  death.  Fitzgerald  died  as  hard  as  he  had  lived. 

Before  the  days  of  a long  drop,  hanging  meant  a slow  death  by  suffo- 
cation and  Fitzgerald  attempted  to  avoid  this  by  throwing  himself  off 
the  ladder  in  an  attempt  to  break  his  neck.  It  was  the  rope  that  broke. 
So,  the  unfortunate  man  was  hanged  twice.  As  Martin  remarked. . uThe 
elegant  and  gentlemanly  appearance  of  this  man,  as  contrasted  with  the 
savagery  of  his  actions,  was  extremely  curious."  A strange  epitaph. 

A few  brief  lines  on  Martin's  future  career  will  round  off  as  strange 
a tale  of  two  Colonels  as  can  be  found  anywhere.  A pari iamentary  car- 
eer without  note,  a family  life  of  quarrels  with  his  son,  and  a smould- 
ering temper  that  matched  that  of  Fitzgerald.  His  temper  was  aroused 
by  the  sight  of  anyone  mistreating  a horse  and  whenever  he  came  across 
this  on  the  streets  of  London  he  would  dismount  from  his  carriage  and 
borrowing  the  coachman's  whip  give  the  culprit  a dose  of  his  own  med- 
icine. More  usefully,  he  was  the  founder  of  the  Royal  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals  and  so  when  he  died  in  France,  here 
he  had  fled  to  avoid  his  creditors,  he  was  known  not  as  Hair  Trigger 
Dick,  but  by  the  proud  title  of  Humanity  Martin.  I wonder  if  on  his 
death  bed  he  reflected  on  the  luck  that  had  saved  him  from  an  earlier 
death  at  the  hands  of  his  rival  for  the  Colonelship  of  the  Galway 
Vol unteers . 

*■*.*.*.*.  ********************************************************************* 


FACTS  ABOUT  GOLD:  Pure  gold  is  called  24  Karats.  18  Karat  gold  is 

75%  pure  and  12  Karat  is  only  50%  pure. 
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A LEAD  COIN  OF  AN  UNKNOWN 
MIDDLE  EASTERN  MINT 

Dr.  Kenneth  Aring , San  Diego , California 3 NI  # 1863 


In  my  article  on  Marco  Polo  (nib3  October  1984)  I show  a small  lead 
coin  which  I can  only  tentatively  and  partially  attribute  as  "Unknown 
Christian  community  in  Turkey  or  Syria."  It  has  been  suggested  that 
the  symbolism  may  not  even  be  Christian*.  I am  certainly  open  to  this 
possibility.  Let  me  review  what  little  information  I know. 


Lead  coin  with  3%  x en largement 

I bought  the  coin  from  a California  dealer  (Joel  Malter)  in  1980  who 
had  at  least  one  more  similar  coin.  He  said  they  were  bought  in 
Turkey.  I was  attracted  to  the  coin  by  what  appears  to  be  a similarity 
to  several  Byzantine  or  Byzantine  inspired  coins  showing  Christ  or  the 
Virgin  Mary  with  halo,  standing  with  upraised  arms.  I know  of  none 
that  use  this  style  of  dots  and  straight  lines;  most  are  rather  re- 
alistic but  the  cruder  ones  do  show  simple  linear  features.  My  im- 
pression is  that  such  a pattern  of  dots  and  lines  could  arise  if  the 
engraver  was  not  able  to  achieve  more  complicated  art  work.  A style 
of  connected  dots  is  common  on  the  lettering  on  some  ancient  coinage 
in  the  eastern  Mediterranean. 

The  type  of  standing  figure  with  halo  and  upraised  arms  is  particularly 
common  on  eleventh  and  twelfth  century  Byzantine  coins  where  the  figure 
is  nearly  always  the  Virgin  Mary.  The  fourteenth  century  Byzantine- 
style  Bulgarian  coins  have  a similar  figure  interpreted  to  be  Christ. 

It  is  very  crudely  drawn,  consisting  of  about  a dozen  straight  lines, 
with  curved  lines  used  only  for  the  face  and  halo.  (See  Mitchiner, 
Islamic  - 2339.) 

So  far  this  has  been  just  my  own  suppositions,  but  at  least  one  other 
has  put  a similar  guess  into  print.  Michael  Mitchiner  in  his  The 
World  of  Islam  in  a section  entitled  "The  Crusades:  early  series 
(c.  12th  century)"  has  a subsection  "Uncertain  mint  A series  of  small 
Byzantine  inspired  lead  coins."  Here  he  lists  fifteen  lead  coins,  all 
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but  one  from  the  same  hoard,  "brought  to  London  by  a Turkish  dealer 
in  1975  along  with  sundry  Byzantine  and  Islamic  copper  coins  from  the 
Turkish-Syrian  region."  His  No.  2432  is  the  same  type  as  my  coin.  He 
describes  it  has  "Rude  head  (?)  with  crosses  / uncertain  signs,"  the 
uncertain  signs  being  what  I have  interpreted  to  be  the  figure  with 
upraised  arms.  The  rude  head  looks  more  like  a fly  on  my  coin. 

The  designs  on  the  other  coins  may  be  a clue  to  their  origin.  Most 
of  the  hoard  looks  quite  different  than  my  coin  but  several  things 
tie  them  together.  Mitchiner's  coins  all  consist  of  between  2.4  and 
3.5  grams  of  lead.  (Mine  weighs  2.33  grams.)  More  significantly, 
one  of  the  "rude  head"  coins  has  a reverse  common  to  nearly  all  of  the 
other  coins,  a large  cross  with  small  crosses  in  each  angle.  Most  of 
the  other  obverses  consist  of  16  rays  radiating  out  from  the  center  to 
the  edge;  two  have  a central  circle  surrounding  four  E's  radiating  out 
and  dots  in  each  corner;  one  lacks  the  E's.  I am  not  in  a position  to 
guess  the  meaning  of  these  designs.  However  the  13th  and  14th  century 
coins  of  Cyprus  have  arms  consisting  of  a large  cross  with  small  crossed 
in  each  angle. 

Mitchiner  mentions  that  C.  6.  Miles  discussed  the  series  but  no  refer- 
ence is  given.  They  are  not  listed  in  either  Schlumberger 1 s Numis- 
matique  de  L'orient  Latin  nor  Saulcy's  Numismatique  des  Croisades. 

I would  be  very  interested  if  some  one  could  throw  some  more  light  on 
these  coins,  especially  if  they  turn  out  to  be  from  some  non-Christian 
tradition.  Several  of  the  coins  in  the  Marco  Polo  paper  are  significant 
for  a study  of  the  religions  of  Asia.  While  writing  this  paper  I con- 
sidered writing  about  the  religions  that  the  Polos  came  in  contact  with, 
but  that  got  no  further  than  lecture  form. 

I have  asked  several  dealers  who  deal  in  medieval  mid-eastern  coins 
for  opinions  on  the  coin.  Two  recognized  it  immediately  but  could  give 
no  definitive  answers.  The  first  replied,  "Usually  found  in  Lebanon. 
Probably  a crusader  token."  The  second  called  it  a "Byzantine  lead 
token"  but  voiced  some  uncertainty  about  its  origin.  "Many  came  on  the 
market  at  the  same  time  some  years  ago,  all  with  the  same  amount  of 
dirt  and  corrosion."  I am  somewhat  surprised  that  lead  coins  would  have 
survived  so  well  from  the  crusader  period.  I also  find  it  curious  that 
neither  Schlumberger  nor  Saulcy  list  any  of  the  lead  coins  in  Mitchiner's 
hoard  ruor  any  others  similar  to  them.  Is  it  possible  that  these  are 
modern  fantasies? 

Anyone  wanting  to  correspond  directly  with  myself  on  this  coin  or  the 
Marco  Polo  article  can  reach  me  at  6740  Rosefield  Drive,  San  Diego, 

CA  92115. 

*“ See  Georgia  Balluck's  letter  in  "From  the  Mailbox"  this  issue,  which 
sparked  this  article. 

*********************************************************************** 
MEXICO  SUPPLIED  EVERYTHING 


Minting  machinery  and  supplies  were  shipped  from  the  Mexico  City  mint 
when  the  new  mint  at  Guatemala  was  set  up  in  1748. 
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COINS  ON  THE  COMPUTER 


Ronald  Vlack 

(Reprinted  with  permission  from  the  Russian  Numismatic  Society  ’s 
Journal  #17,  Vinter  1984/1985  issue) 

(Article  Editor's  Note:  Computers  are  becoming  more  widespread  and 

more  collectors  are  using  them  to  keep  track  of  their  collections . 
Tho  this  focuses  on  Mr.  Vlack's  Russian  collection  on  an  IBM  com- 
puter it  can  be  adapted  to  other  types  of  collection  on  other  brands 
of  personal  computers.) 


SUMMARY  This  article  describes  the  development  of  a data  base  and 
computer  programs  which  catalogue  in  machine-processable  form  the 
copper,  silver,  gold  and  platinum  coins  of  Imperial  Russia.  The  data 
base  consists  of  7390  coins  and  covers  the  period  from  Peter  I through 
Nicholas  II. 

An  IBM  personal  computer  with  128,000  characters  of  memory,  two  disks 
of  160,000  characters  each,  and  a wire  matrix  printer  is  used.  All 
programs  are  written  in  BASIC  language. 

Display  screens  present  the  user  with  a menu  of  various  functions  to 
choose  from  via  the  keyboard,  such  as  entering  the  price  of  a coin, 
displaying  a coin,  printing  out  reports  &c. 

DATA  BASE  The  data  base  is  the  crucial  element  of  the  system  and  was 
entered  from  the  computer  keyboard  over  a one  year  period.  Copper 
coins  are  from  B.F.  Brekke's  definitive  work  The  Copper  Coinage  of 
Imperial  Russia.  Silver,  gold  and  platinum  coins  are  from  Severin' s 
Silver  Coinage  of  Imperial  Russia  and  Gold  and  Platinum  Coinage  of 
Imperial  Russia.  These  three  works  generated  7390  records  on  the  disk, 
consisting  of  the  following  fields  of  information  for  each  coin: 


# Char,  Field  Descriptions 


1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

4 

4 

1 

1 

4 

35 

4 

7 


Number  of  coins  of  this  variety  in  my  collection 
Metal:  1 = copper,  2 = silver,  3 = gold,  4 = platinum 
Ruler  code,  m to  z = Peter  I to  Nicholas  II.  Other  codes 
are  used  for  "specials,"  e.g.  Moldavia 
Denomination  code,  from  1/8  kopeck  to  37^  rubles 
Year 

Mint  code 

Mintmaster  initials 

Rarity.  l=scarce  up  to  5=  extremely  rare 
Brekke  or  Severin  reference  number 
Reference  price  (Brekke  only) 

Original  (o)  or  novodel  (n) 

Edge  number 
Mintage  quantity 

Comments  from  reference  books  or  my  own  observations 
Price  paid  or  sold  for  at  auction 
Condition  & dealer  for  above  (up  to  4 prices  per  coin 
can  be  stored) 
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The  codes  for  denomination  and  mint  are  translated  into  the  full  de- 
scription whenever  a record  is  displayed  or  printed  out  (e.g.  10  R 
and  SPB  mint).  This  allows  less  disk  space  to  be  used  in  storing  coins. 
At  the  time  the  computer  was  acquired,  disk  storage  was  limited  to 
160,000  characters  per  disk.  Since  then  320,000  has  become  standard, 
and  one  model  goes  up  to  ten  million. 

DISPLAY  SCREEN  #1  Screen  #1  is  what  appears  when  the  computer  is 
turned  on  with  the  diskette  containing  the  program  inserted.  The 
user  is  asked  to  enter  the  two  diskettes  containing  the  data  base  into 
the  disk  drives.  Then  a currency  adjustment  factor  is  requested.  This 
is  used  to  multiply  any  prices  entered  from  auction  catalogues  and  is 
useful  in  translating  amounts  in  Swiss  francs,  Deutschmarks,  Sterling 
&c  into  dollars.  For  US  dollars  the  factor  is  1,  but  for  Swiss  francs 
it  may  be,  say,  .45  after  allowing  for  commissions,  postage  &c. 


Insert  A & B disks,  hit  enter 
Enter  currency  adjustment  factor  x.xx 
? 1 

1 Create  new  coin 

2 Change  coin 

3 Print  file 

4 Display  record 

5 Create  finder  index 

6 Create  sort  index 

7 Mult  display 

8 Special 

9 Currency  adjust 

10  End 

v Choice  ? 2 

Enter  disk  address  or  b (Brekke)  or  ss  +#  (Severin  silver) 


DISPLAY  SCREEN  #1 

The  user  is  then  given  10  items  to  choose  from.  #1  creates  new  coins 
and  was  used  initially  in  creating  the  data  base,  but  is  no  longer  much 
needed.  The  most  frequently  used  are  #2  (change  coin)  and  #3  (print 
file)  for  a print-out  after  a significant  number  of  changes  to  the 
data  base  have  been  made. 

If  #2  (change  coin)  is  selected,  the  user  is  asked  to  enter  either  the 
direct  disk  address  of  the  coin  (this  appears  whenever  the  data  base 
is  printed)  or  SS  + a reference  number  for  a Severin  silver  coin,  or 
SG  + a number  for  a Severin  gold  coin.  Since  Brekke  duplicates  numbers 
between  rulers,  changing  a copper  coin  involves  entering  B.  A screen 
then  appears  with  a menu  of  ruler  codes  to  choose  from. 


Addr  # M R Denom  Year  Mnt  MM  R Ref#  RefP  0 E Oty 
2004  1 1 w 2 1849  SPM  2 186  0 o 0 

250  u g27  298  xf  y83  0 0 

Pattern  for  EM.  Earlier  issue 

1 # owned 

2 Metal  l=cp  2=silv  3=gold  4=plat 
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3 Ruler 

4 Denom 

5 Year 

6 Mint 

7 Mintmaster 

8 Rarity  1 ./2  -/3  -./4  -../5 

9 Ref  # 

10  Ref  price 

11  Orig/novodel  o/n 

12  Edge 

13  Mintage  (0's) 

14  Add  price 

15  Change  price 

16  Add  new  comments 

17  Fix  type  in  comments 

18  Add  owned  coin 

19  End 
Choice,  19 


DISPLAY  SCREEN  #2 

DISPLAY  SCREEN  #2  The  preceeding  input  allows  the  program  to  find  the 
appropriate  coin  record  on  the  disk  and  display  it  at  the  top  of  the 
screen  (in  the  sequence  as  it  exists  on  the  disk).  This  is  useful  in 
confirming  that  the  right  coin  has  been  selected  for  updating.  The 
user  is  next  presented  with  a menu  of  19  items  which  are  possible  to 
add  or  change,  e.g.  year,  rarity  &c.  This  was  useful  in  correcting 
errors  while  creating  the  data  base.  Occasional  errors  are  still  being 
found,  and  comments,  mintage  and  reference  prices  being  added.  For  the 
most  part,  #14  and  #18  are  now  the  most  frequently  used. 

Selecting  any  of  these  presents  the  user  with  another  display  screen 
asking  for  input  for  the  selected  fields  of  data.  For  prices  abbre- 
viations for  condition  and  dealer  are  used,  e.g.  $100  vf+  slO  means  the 
coin  was  sold  for  $100  (after  translation  from  Swiss  francs)  in  very 
fine  plus  condition  in  the  Swiss  Bank  #10  auction.  After  all  changes 
are  made  to  a coin,  #19  is  selected,  the  record  is  updated  on  the  disk, 
and  the  user  is  presented  with  the  menu  of  10  items  from  Screen  #1.  The 
process  is  then  repeated. 

PRINTED  REPORTS  If  #3  is  selected,  all  or  a selected  number  of  records 
are  printed  out,  either  in  reference  number  sequence  or  sorted  by  metal, 
denomination,  ruler  and  date.  A pre-sorted  index  is  stored  on  one  of 
the  disks  to  permit  rapid  access  and  print-out. 

CONCLUSIONS  The  system  is  essentially  completed  and  has  proven  useful 
in  replacing  hand-scribbled  notes,  filing  cards  &c.  A fairly  compre- 
hensive set  of  prices  going  back  to  Hess-Leu  1968  for  the  major  auctions 
and  dealer  price  lists  is  helpful  in  determining  real  rarity  and  price 
disparities.  The  conversion  of  all  prices  into  US$  is  of  major  use  in 
making  comparisons.  Having  data  in  machineable  form  makes  it  easy  to 
get  a count  of  the  number  of  coins  of  each  metal  owned  and  the  invest- 
ment involved.  I plan  to  add  wire  money  and  paper  money  and  extend 
the  number  of  prices  stored  to  8 when  I upgrade  the  disks. 

In  addition  to  coins,  similar  data  bases  but  with  different  fields  of 
data  have  been  set  up  for  medals,  medallists,  numismatic  books,  for- 
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geries  and  dealers. 

In  summary,  the  computer  has  proven  of  immense  value  in  coping  with  the 
complexities  of  Russian  numismatics,  which  have  turned  out  to  be  far 
more  involved  than  I had  bargained  for  when  I first  began  as  a collector 

★ ★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★  ★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★  ★★★★★★★★★ 

2 2 2 
' A + B = C 

Robert  Kutchev , Lincoln , Nebraska 3 NI  # 1289 

Pythagoras  was  the  son  of  the  eminent  gem-engraver  and  die-sinker, 
Mnesarchos.  As  it  was  the  custom  for  a son  to  follow  in  his  father's 
profession,  the  young  Pythagoras  learned  the  art  of  stone  engraving 
and  of  die-sinking.  However,  Pythagoras  left  his  home  in  Samos  for 
South  Italy  as  a young  man  and  inspired  the  people  there  with  his  new 
philosophy.  Part  of  this  new  thoughtwas  his  doctrine  called  the  "Dual- 
ity of  Opposites",  involving  the  classification  of  principles  in  oppos- 
ing pairs.  These  pairs  are  like  Odd-Even,  Finite-Infinite;  One-Many, 
Right-Left,  Male-Female,  etc.  Pythagoras  believed  that  he  could  group 
every  phenomenon  with  its  opposite.  Obvious  symbols  of  this  scheme 
were  their  coins,  with  their  "Obverse  and  Reverse",  or  their  "Front 
and  Back"  and  Relief  and  Hollow"  or  "Positive  and  Negative". 

The  coat-of-arms  or  symbol  of  the  city  of  Metapontum  in  Lucania,  was 
the  seven-grained  ear  of  barley  and  is  shown  in  relief  on  the  obverse 
of  a stater  of  550  B.C.  The  reverse  of  this  coin  is  the  same  design, 
but  in  hollow,  or  incuse.  Several  other  ancient  Greek  coins  also  ex- 
hibit this  Pythagoran  type  "Obverse-Reverse"  style.  Sybaris,  also  in 
Lucania,  used  a bull  standing  left  and  looking  back  on  a stater  as 
their  "Obverse-Reverse",  "Relief-Incuse".  In  Bruttium,  the  city  of 
'Croton  issued  coins  with  a tripod-lebes  in  this  same  fashion.  The 


city  of  Caulonia  of  the  same  district  also  issued  coins  of  the  Pytha- 
goran style,  with  a naked  male  figure  on  them. 

It  is  obvious  that  Pythagoras  inspired  these  strange  coin  designs  and 
it  is  even  probable  that  he  cut  the  first  dies  for  these  "Obverse- 
Reverse"  coins.  Pythagoras  was  born  in  582  B.C.  and  died  seventy-five 
years  later.  All  of  his  "Obverse-Reverse"  coins  were  first  issued 
about  the  year  550  B.C.  when  he  was  thirty-two  years  old,  and  just  a 
few  years  after  he  arrived  in  South  Italy. 

********************************************************************* 


GUINEA:  The  "Guinea"  is  an  English  gold  coin  of  twenty-one  shillings. 
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" DOM  I T I AN 


LAST  OF  THE  TWELVE  CAESARS" 


Lee  Grossman , San  Antonio,  Texas,  NLG,  TNA,  NI  U 1707 

Vespasian  (the  tenth  Caesar)  was  poverty-stricken  in  51  AD.  Of  course, 
this  was  prior  to  being  elected  a Consul.  He  was  married  to  Flavia 
Domitilla,  and  they  lived  in  a small,  dingy,  slum  area.  This  was  the 
atmosphere  in  which  their  sons,  Titus  and  Domitian,  were  born.  Titus 
was  ten  years  older  than  Domitian,  who  was  borne  in  Rome  on  October  24, 

51  AD. 

Domitian  was  very  insecure,  which  could  have  been  the  result  of  his  youth. 
He  was  jealous  of  Titus,  and  constantly  plotted  to  kill  him.  Everything 
that  Titus  (the  eleventh  Caesar)  was  - Domitian  was  not.  Titus  had  been 
a good  soldier  and  later,  was  an  excellent  lawyer. 

Domitian  was  a rebel.  He  joined  his  uncle,  Sabinus,  and  some  of  the 
troops  against  Vitellius  (the  ninth  Caesar).  When  his  side  was  victori- 
ous, he  came  out  of  hiding  and  was  hailed  as  "Caesar".  He  got  a job  as 
a city  praetor  (priest)  with  consular  powers  - but  in  name  only!  Domitian 
could  not  be  trusted  - not  even  by  his  father,  who  was  not  the  emperor 

He  wanted  to  gain  respect  so  badly  that  he  even  planned  an  unnecessary 
expedition  into  Gaul  and  Germany.  Some  friends  of  his  father  finally 
dissuaded  him.  When  Vespasian  heard,  he  repremanded  him  and  forced  him 
to  live  in  the  palace. 

Domitian  must  have  changed  some  of  his  teenage  habits,  because  he  began 
having  affairs  with  many  married  women.  In  fact,  he  married  Domitia 
Longina  in  82  AD,  although  she  was  still  the  wife  of  Aelius  Lamia.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Domitius  Corbulo. 

He  was  consul  for  six  years  before  he  became  emperor.  But  only  one  was 
a regular  year  (consul es  ordinarii).  He  tried  everything  in  the  book  to 
get  people  to  like  him,  and  even  made  twenty  appointments.  Vespasian  was 
overheard  to  remark  "I  wonder  if  Domitian  has  appointed  my  successor". 

When  Vespasian  died  in  81,  Domitian  toyed  with  the  idea  of  offering  the 
troops  twice  as  much  pay  as  Titus  had  given  them.  He  thought  they  would 
support  him  as  emperor  and  not  Titus,  as  Vaspasian's  will  had  stated. 

But,  Domitian  accepted  half  of  the  empire,  albeit  he  never  stopped 
plotting  against  his  older  brother,  Titus. 

Although  Domitian  was  kept  in  the  background  by  Vespasian  and  Titus,  his 
succession  was  not  disputed.  At  first,  he  showed  great  promise,  but  he 
was  very  unpopular  with  the  senatorial  nobility  and  this  resulted  in 
numerous  plots  and  conspiracies.  His  administration  saw  the  enactment 
of  some  good  laws  and  internal  improvements.  His  personal  military 
campaigns  against  the  Germans  were  unsuccessful;  he  was  defeated  in  84  by 
the  Dacians  under  their  king,  Decebalus;  he  caused  the  killing  of  his 
general,  Gnaeus  Hykuys  Agricola,  in  Britain,  through  jealousy,  and,  when 
his  soldiers  under  Antoni  us  Saturninus,  on  the  Upper  Rhine  revolted  in 
95,  he  became  intolerably  suspicious  of  all  his  associates. 

While  some  books  state  that  Domitian  began  his  reign  using  good  sense, 
other  historians  ooint  out  that  Domitian  spent  hours  alone  daily  doing 
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nothing  but  catching  flies  and  impaling  tem  on  needle-sharp 


piny 


Domitia  presented  Domitian  with  a daughter  during  his  second  consulship 
and  the  next  year  with  a son.  But,  when  he  learned  that  Domitia  had 
fallen  in  love  with  Paris,  the  actor,  Domitian  divorced  her.  This 
separation  was  short-lived.  He  not  only  took  her  back,  but  he  awarded 
her  with  the  title  of  Augusta. 


Lack  of  funds  made  Domitian  greedy,  and  fear  of  assassination  made  him  , 
"cruel . Little  by  little,  he  became  more  and  more  paranoid  by  his  actions. 
He  had  many  burned-down  ruins  restored,  but  refused  to  have  any  old  or 
new  names  inscribed  on  them  - except  his  own!  He  had  property  con- 
fiscated by  clever  ruses.  He  made  new  laws  to  suit  his  own  purposes. 
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All  sessions  of  the  Senate  began  with  "Our  Lord  and  God",  while  the 
public  crier  began  with  "Our  Lord,  and  God,  instructs  you  to  do  this!" 
He  renamed  September  and  October  (the  months  of  his  accession  and  birth 
respectively)  "Germanicus"  and  "Domi ti anus" . 


The  Roman  historian,  Gaius  Suetonius  Tranquil  la,  described  Domitian  as 
having  a ruddy  complexion;  large  and  weak  eyes;  a modest  expression; 
rather  tall  and  well-built,  except  for  his  feet,  which  had  hammer-toes. 
Later,  he  developed  a paunch;  had  very  little  hair,  and  spindlely  legs. 


In  96,  Domitian  had  the  two  small  sons  of  his  cousin,  Flavius  Clemens, 
named  as  his  heirs  and  changed  their  names  to  Vespasian  and  Domitian.  A 
short  time  later,  he  had  Clemens  executed. 


Historical  records  of  eye-witnesses  point  out  that  five  men  participated 
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in  the  assassination  of  Domitian.  Domitia's  steward,  Stephanus,  wore  a 
wrapping  around  his  right  forearm  as  though  he  had  a broken  arm,  when  it 
was  later  learned  that  his  right  hand  held  a dagger.  Stephanus  led  the 
assault  on  the  morning  of  September  18,  96  AD.  He  was  joined  by  Clodianus, 
a subaltern  (one  of  lower  rank);  Maximus,  Parthenius1  freedman;  Satur, 
head-chamberlain,  and  one  of  the  imperial  gladiators.  Domitian  put  up  a 
good  fight  against  his  assailants,  and  it  took  eight  stab  wounds  to  do  the 
job.  He  died  at  the  age  of  forty-four,  on  September  18,  96,  in  the  fif- 
teenth year  of  his  reign. 


According  to  writings,  his  body  was  carried  from  the  palace  to  a spot 
where  he  was  cremated  and  his  ashes  mixed  with  those  of  his  niece,  Julia. 


When  news  of  the  death  reached  the  populace,  the  troops  were  deeply  grieved 
but  the  Senate,  on  the  other  hand,  was  delighted. 


Domitia  was  implicated  as  the  instigatrix  of  the  assassination.  She  was 
allowed  to  retire  into  private  life,  and  survived  until  150,  when  she  died 
at  a very  advanced  age. 


The  issuing  mints  were  Rome  and  Lugdunum  (Lyon).  Gold  Aureii  were  struck 
for  Domitian  when  he  was  a Caesar  under  Vespasian  (69  to  79  AD),  and  when 
he  was  a Caesar  under  Titus  (79-81).  Later  Gold  Aureii  and  Quinarii  were 
issued  when  he  became  Emperor. 
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Silver  Denarii  and  Quinarii  were  minted  when  he  was  a Caesar  under  both 
Vespasian  and  Titus.  As  Augustus,  Cistophori,  Denarii  and  Quinarii 
were  struck. 
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As  for  Bronze  coinage.  Sestertii,  Dupondii  and  Asses,  Semii  and  Quadrans 
were  issued  as  Augustus. 

Bronze  coinage  for  Domitian  was  struck  as  Colonial  and  Provincial  also. 

My  coin,  not  shown,  is  a Bronze  Dupor.dius  in  Fair  condition.  It  is  Sear 
#809.  The  lettering  on  the  obverse  side  reads:  "IMP. CASE. DOMIT.AVG. GERM. - 
COS.XVI .CENS.PER.P.P."  In  full,  it  isP  "Imperator  Caesar  Domitianus 
Augustus,  Germanicus,  Consulship  Sixteenth  year,  Censor  Perpetuus,  Pater 
Patri ae" . 

The  reverse  reads:  "VIRTVTI .AVGVSTI .S.C.",  which  translates  into  "The 
Courage  of  the  Augustii,  By  Consent  of  the  Senate". 

I was  able  to  pinpoint  the  date  of  issue  of  my  coin  by  a clue  on  the 
obverse  side.  The  lettering  "COS. XVI"  means  the  Consulship  Sixteenth 
Year.  On  the  listing  of  titles  and  Powers,  Consulship  Sixteenth  Year 
corresponds  to  92  AD. 

By  the  way,  did  you  know  that  Mt.  Vesuvius  erupted  and  buried  Pompeii 
in  79,  which  was  during  the  reign  of  Titus?  Pompeii  was  a resort  city 
just  18  miles  Southeast  of  Maples. 

REFERENCES: 

ROMAN  COINS  & THEIR  VALUES  — David  R.  Sear  (Seaby)  1974 

READING  AND  DATING  ROMAN  IMPERIAL  COINS  — Z.H.  Klawans  (Whitman,  1977) 

THE  TWELVE  CAESARS  --  Gaius  Suetonius  Tranquillus,  translated  by  Robert 

Graves  (Penguin)  1980 

FUNK  & WAGNELS  NEW  ENCYCLOPEDIA  / This' is  Lee's  79th  in  a 

THE  NEW  WORLD  FAMILY  ENCYCLOPEDIA  / series  of  article/talks. 
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"STERNS"  COPIES  OF  DECADRACHMS  OF  SYRACUSE 

Robert  Kutoher 3 Lincoln , Nebraska,  NI  # 1289 


There  are  copies  of  the  ancient  decadrachms  of  Syracuse  cast  in  iron 
or  in  a white  metal  alloy.  Some  of  these  pieces  have  a black  coating 
while  others  are  copper  coated.  In  the  exergue  of  the  reverse  is 
Greek  lettering  that  stands  for  "Sterns".  Also  in  the  exergue  under 
the  lettering  is  a Roman  numeral  date,  1897  or  1898.  It  is  known  that 
a "Sterns  Bicycle  Co."  of  Syracuse,  New  York,  issued  these  pieces, 
but  little  else  is  known  about  them.  Any  further  information  about 
these  pieces  would  be  appreciated. 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


I.  C.  G.  Campbell 3 Lincoln 3 Nebraska 3 NI  ffLM-12 

No.  4:  JUSTIN  II  (ANICIUS  FLAVIUS  JUSTINUS),  565-578 

As  Justinian  had  no  children,  he  was  succeeded  by  his  nephew  Justin, 
.whose  wife  Sophia  was  a niece  of  Theodora.  Unhappily,  he  became  men- 
tally deranged  and  much  of  the  power  was  held  by  his  wife.  Justinian's 
ambitions  had  produced  many  problems  and  even  a capable  emperor  might 
not  have  been  successful.  Ill  treatment  of  Narses  contributed  to  the 
rapid  loss  of  Italy  to  the  Lombards.  In  Spain  the  Visigoths  had  much 
success,  but  the  greatest  error  was  in  the  East.  Khusrhu  I of  Persia 
had  out! i ved  his  enemy  but  Justin  refused  to  pay  the  annual  tribute 
which  led  to  war.  This  was  an  even  heavier  burden  to  the  embattled 
empire. 

In  574  Justin,  in  a lucid  moment,  made  the  Excubitor  Tiberius,  Caesar 
and  in  the  last  four  years  he  had  much  of  the  real  power.  However, 
Sophia  exerted  great  influence  over  him  and  it  was  reported  that  she 
had  planned  to  marry  Tiberius  when  Justin  was  dead.  However,  he  was 
already  married. 

Tiberius  was  made  co-emperor  a few  days  before  Justin  died. 

Coinage 

During  Justin's  reign  the  same  mints  struck  coinage  as  under  Justinian 
but  in  general  the  quality  of  workmanship  was  not  always  as  good. 

Regnal  years  and  Indictions  do  not  correspond  neatly  to  the  A.D.  dates. 
'Thus : 


A.D.  565/6  Regnal  Year  1 Indiction  14. 

A.D.  566/7  Regnal  Year  2 Indiction  15. 

A.D.  567/8  Regnal  Year  3 Indiction  1. 

Justin  died  before  Indiction  14  came  around  again. 

GOLD:  -The  gold  of  this  reign  is  not  common  and  much  of  it  was  again 
struck  in  Constantinople.  The  smaller  denominations  resemble  those  of 
Justin  I but  the  poorer  workmanship  distinguishes  them.  On  the  solidi 
Justin  II  holds  a globe,  topped  by  a cross,  instead  of  a spear. 


Solidus , Const.  Solidus , Light 3 Theou. 


CONSTANTINOPLE:  Solidus,  light  weight  solidus  (20  siliquae), 

semissis,  tremissis,  h tremissis. 

THE0PU0LIS  (Ant.):  Light  weight  solidus  (22  & 20  si  1 . ) 
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ALEXANDRIA: 
CARTHAGE: 
ROME : 
RAVENNA: 


Solidus  (very  rare) 

Solidus,  many  officinae  A T E S 6 I 
Tremissis . 

Solidus,  semissis,  tremissis. 


Justin  introduced  "Constantinople  Enthroned"  for  his  gold  reverses. 
SILVER:  This  again  is  rare  and  was  struck  only  by  three  mints. 


% Siliqua , CON.  100  N.  s KAR. 

Monogram 


CONSTANTINOPLE: 

CARTHAGE: 

RAVENNA: 


Miliarense  (4.4),  siliqua  (2.2)  and  ^ siliqua  (1.1). 
(Justin  and  Sophia  appear  on  this  last  with  Con- 
stantinople Enthroned  on  the  reverse.) 

^ siliqua  (rev.  legend  only  FELIX  / RES  / PUBL) 

100  N.  (Monograph,  cross  & 100) 

250  N,  125  N,  ^ siliqua,  % siliqua. 

(a  and  b have  the  denominations,  c and  d have  ^ . 


COPPER:  The  bronze  coinage  was  plentiful  and  much  of  it  is  common. 

Many  of  the  coins  show  Justin  and  Sophia  seated.  The  coins  are  soon 
easy  to  identify  by  their  distinctive  appearance. 
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Follis s Theou. } Year  13 


% Follis 3 Kar.  3 No  Date 


10  N.  Kar 
Reverse 


5 N.  Nik. 


6 N.  A lex. 
Reverse 


Const.  Thess.  Nik.  Cyz.  Theou.  Kar.  Rome  Rav.  Alex, 


Follis 
% Follis 
10  N 

5 N 
1 N 
12  N 

6 N 


•k 

* 

* 

* 


* 

* 

* 


* 

* 


* 

* 

* 

* 


★ 

* 

* 

★ 

* 


* 

* 

* 

* 


* 

* 

* 


* 

* 


'Many  officinae  are  found  for  each  regnal  year.  Thus  for  each  year  in 
Constantinople  the  following  are  known:  A,  B,  r,  A,  E. 

For  Ni comedia  and  Cyzicus  only  A,  B are  known  to  date. 

JUSTIN  II  and  TIBERIUS  II 


Very  rare  solid! , regular  and  light,  are  known  from  Antioch,  suprising 
as  the" joint  reign  was  only  9 days! 

Bibliography:  For  the  early  empire  the  following  numismatic  works  are 

amongst  the  best  known  and  the  easiest  to  borrow  for  those  who  may  have 
a wider  interest  in  Byzantine  coins. 

Sabatier,  Jr.  (Cohen),  Description  Generate  des  Mcnnaies  Byzantines. 

1862.  2 Vols . 

Wroth,  W.  (BM),  Catalogue  of  the  Imperial  Byzantine  Coins  in  the 
British  Museum.  2 Vols.  1908. 

Goodacre,  H.,  Handbook  of  the  Coinage  of  the  Byzantine  Empire.  1965 

(1928).  . . 

Sear,  D.  R.,  Byzantine  Coins  and  Their  Values.  1974  (Seaby  publication) 
D.O.  The  Dumbarton  Oaks  Series.  Catalogue  of  the  Byzantine  Coins  in 
the  D.  0.  Collection  and  in  the  Uhittemore  Collection.  Mainly  by 
P.  Grierson.  3 Vols.  to  date.  For  the  early  period  this  is  the 
authoritative  work  but  very  expensive  and  out  of  print. 
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ARCHAEOLOGY  IN  THE  VATICAN 


Robert  R.  Kutcher,  Lincoln,  Nebraska , NI  # 1289 

In  February  of  1939,  the  Vatican  Basilica  was  undergoing  a few  alter- 
ations needed  for  the  interment  of  Pope  Pius  XI.  Soon  after  the  Pope's 
burial  it  was  decided  that  the  Grottoes  beneath  St.  Peter's  Basilica 
should  be  converted  to  a subterranean  chapel.  This  move  had  long  been 
contemplated,  but  for  one  reason  or  another,  had  been  postponed. 

As  work  progressed,  many  marble  and  stone  sarcophagi  were  found  under 
the  lower  floor.  One  day  a small  building  was  found  and  the  Vatican's 
archaeologist  was  summoned  by  the  workers.  After  removal  of  the  earth 
from  the  interior  of  the  building,  some  six  thousand  cubic  feet  of  it, 
the  floor  was  reached,  some  fifteen  feet  down.  The  building  was  a pagan 
tomb,  but  in  the  floor  was  an  oblong  marble  slab  which  marked  a Chris- 
tian grave. 

These  discoveries  under  the  Basilica  were  only  the  beginning.  Diggers, 
working  around  the  exterior  of  the  building  in  order  to  free  the  new 
found  tomb  completely,  uncovered  new  walls  on  either  side  of  it.  From 
these  walls  other  walls  were  found,  until  a double  line  of  tombs  was 
found  to  run  some  three  hundred  feet  on  either  side  of  the  high  altar 
of  St.  Peter's  Basilica.  All  of  this  work  was  going  on  unnoted  and  in 
secret  as  World  War  II  was  covering  all  of  Europe. 

In  1942  the  excavators  established  that  the  entire  necropolis  had  been 
in  regular  use  until  the  time,  in  about  the  year  330,  when  the  site  was 
taken  over  for  the  building  of  Constantine's  Basilica.  As  this  Roman 
cemetery  was  on  the  side  of  Vatican  Hill,  and  over  what  was  thought  to 
be  the  grave  of  St.  Peter,  Constantine's  architects  made  efficient  use 
of  the  situation.  They  removed  the  tops  of  the  higher  tombs  and  packed 
the  interiors  with  earth  and  rubble,  and  used  the  resulting  box-like 
network  of  stout  walls  as  extra  foundations  for  the  new  Basilica. 

During  these  excavations  under  the  present  St.  Peter's  Basilica  nearly 
two  thousand  coins  were  found.  These  coins  dated  from  the  time  of  Nero, 
in  the  first  century,  through  the  Middle  Ages.  This  area  was  sealed 
off  in  the  twelfth  century  when  the  Callixtus  Altar  was  installed,  so 
no  coins  after  that  date  were  to  be  found.  One  coin  of  the  first  Roman 
Emperor,  Augustus,  was  found  at  the  lowest  depth  excavated. 


Cross  section  side-to-side  (north-south)  of  the  basilica,  showin 
how  Constantine’s  engineers  covered  the  Roman  tombs  and  leveled 
the  slope  of  the  hill.  The  retaining  walls  to  the  left,  some  thirty  feet 
high,  run  the  length  of  the  building. 
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Present  Basilica 


Outline  of  the  present  basilica  showing  comparison  with  Constari- 
tine’s  fourth-century  basilica  and  site  of  the  excavations.  Only  a por- 
tion of  the  Constantinian  walls  was  uncovered. 


It  was  not  possible  to  date  the  various  depths  by  the  coins  found,  as 
many  of  the  very  thin  medieval  coins  were  found  to  have  sifted  down 
through  the  loose  rubble  fill.  And  too,  it  is  possible  that  many  coins 
were  missed,  as  the  excavators  were  not  trained  workmen  and  an  arch- 
aeologist was  not  in  charge  of  the  excavations.  A high-ranking  Vatican 
official  was  in  charge,  but  he  had  to  take  care  of  his  other  duties  at 
the  same  time.  This  official  would  check  the  day's  work  at  night,  after 
the  workmen  had  left.  At  times,  this  official  would  remove  objects 
from  the  excavations  that  he  felt  should  not  be  left  to  be  recorded  by 
the  workmen.  This  random  selection  caused  many  problems  later  after 
his  death,  as  he  did  not  keep  notes  on  what  he  removed  nor  where  it  was 
found.  Also  it  is  not  known  what  happened  to  everything  that  was  re- 
moved by  this  person. 

The  full  story  of  these  extraordinary  excavations  were  not  made  public 
until  1951.  At  first  it  was  World  War  II  that  made  it  necessary  to 
keep  the  excavations  secret,  then  the  controversy  over  St.  Peter's  grave 
and  bones  kept  the  Vatican  quiet. 
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TRIVIAL  PURSUITS 


Ian  M.  Patrick,  ANA,  DAWN,  SAN 

(Reprinted  from  the  Denver  (Colo.)  Area  World  Numismatists  Bulletin  2/85) 


Recently  I was  told  by  an  obvious  non-collector  of  anything  after  his 
examination  of  my  meager  collection  of  Ancient  Greek  coins  that  he 
could  not  understand  how  anyone  could  be  so  interested  in  such  trivia. 


I guess  I have  always  been  interested  in  the  trivia  of  our  world.  I 
first  recall  this  interest  when  I was  a boy  of  about  nine  years  old. 
One  sleepy  summer  afternoon  I found  myself  counting  the  number  of  pep- 
per-corns on  a large  pepper-tree  at  my  grand  parents  home.  I cannot 
remember  with  certainty,  but  I doubt  that  I ever  finished  that  task, 
in  that  I can  say  with  certainty  that  I do  not  know  how  many  pepper- 
corns are  on  a large  pepper-tree. 


As  the  years  passed  my  interests  in  trivia  became  more  refined.  For 
a number  of  those  years  I collected  antique  firearms  ammunition  (car- 
tridges) --  now  that  is  trivia  --  particularly  when  my  colleagues 
collected  the  actual  firearms.  I even  found  myself  on  occasion 
actually  cutting  some  of  these  cartridges  open  to  determine  whether 
they  were  indeed  constructed  as  the  original  patent  papers  described 
--  the  height  of  trivial  Later  I began  collecting,  and  still  do,  antique 
Postal  Covers  with  colorful  advertising  of  firearms,  ammunition,  gun- 
powder, and  the  likes,  adorning  their  faces  --  while  my  colleagues  still 
continued  to  collect  the  firearms!  They  have  always  allowed  my  trans- 
gressions and  politely  smiled. 


Yes,  the  fact  is  I am  an  inveterate  trivia  collector,  but  note:  it  has 
always  been  what  I may  loosely  term  as  "historical  trivia",  with  the 
possible  exception  of  the  pepper-corn  incident.  For  the  past  few  years 
I have  also  collected  Ancient  Greek  coins  --  more  historical  trivia. 

Even  though  I pointed  out  to  the  gentleman  mentioned  above  that  he  surely 
didn't  consider  the  money  he  had  in  his  pocket  to  be  trivial,  and  that 
in  the  same  sense  the  Greeks  of  the  post  felt  the  same  way  about  the 
coins  he  had  looked  at,  he  didn't  seem  to  be  impressed. 


I could  tell  I was  in  trouble... I tried  to  tell  him  of  the  historical 
connections  between  some  of  the  coins  and  great  events  in  the  history 
of  mankind  --  that  too  fell  on  deaf  understanding.  Scrambling  to  re- 
tain some  stature  in  his  view,  I tried  pointing  out  the  artistic  beauty 
of  some  of  the  coins.  After  that  exercise  I could  tell  I was  loosing 
ground  rapidly.  Then  I tried  telling  him  about  some  of  the  meanings 
and  myths  surrounding  the  symbols  on  some  of  the  coins... He  darn  near 
fell  asleep  at  that  point!  Trivia  was  not  his  thing! 


As  the  gentleman  nodded-off  I quietly  slipped  away,  my  resources  for 
trivia  were  near  exhausted  anyway.  After  so  gracefully  extracating 
myself  from  the  scene  I began  seriously  thinking  about  this  dilemma 
we  collectors  of  trivia  all  face.  In  seriously  studying  this  I have 
concluded  that  the  only  viable  answer  to  it  all  is  the  "Club  (D.A.W.N. 
-Ed.).  Perhaps  I should  use  "association"  or  "organization"  here  so  as 
not  to  appear  threatening  to  all  those  non-collectors. 
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With  an  "Association"  we  all  have  somewhere  to  go  at  least  occasionally, 
to  vent  our  misunderstood  passions  to  one  another  without  fear  of  being’ 
criticised  for  this  trivia  we  hold  to  be  dear.  Or  can  we?  Recently  I 
put  another  to  sleep  right  at  one  of  our  meetings,  although  I still 
think  it  must  have  been  the  wine  he  had  at  dinner  --  surely  not  my 
trivial  persuits. 


★ ★★lAr*************************************************************^^.^ 


GLASS  WEIGHTS 


Robert  R.  Kutcher3  Lincoln 3 Nebraska 3 NI  # 1289 

In  the  Middle  Ages,  the  practice  of  clipping  coins  was  very  prevalent. 

To  counter  this  practice,  officials  in  some  areas  issued  standard 
weights  made  of  glass  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  weights  of  coins. 
Glass  was  used  for  the  weights  because  it  was  not  susceptible  to  alter- 
ation in  any  way  that  would  not  be  easily  detected.  And  too,  glass 
was  inexpensive  and  easily  made  to  a close  standard.  In  Egypt  glass 
coin  weights  were  manufactured  with  the  names  of  the  governors  who 
authorized  them. 

The  Museum  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society  has  an  exceptionally  fine 
collection  of  these  remarkable  glass  weights  and  stamps,  numbering  al- 
most two  thousand  pieces.  Other  large  collections  are  in  the  British 
Museum  (Lane-Poole  collection),  the  Fouquet  Collection  (by  Casanova), 
the  Vienna  Collection,  (by  Grohmann),  and  the  University  College  Col- 
lection (by  Petrie). 

To  make  these  coin  weights,  a button  of  molten  glass  was  poured  from  a 
small  crucible  or  ladle  onto  a flat  iron  plate.  An  iron  die  was  care- 
fully centered  over  the  gob  of  glass,  then  pressed  against  the  disk  of 
hot  glass  to  produce  the  inscription.  The  cold  weights  were  then  check- 
ed against  a standard,  weight  and  any  of  the  new  weights  too  far  under 
or  over  the  standard  were  rejected  and  remelted  to  make  new  weights. 

A good  reference  on  these  fascinating  glass  weights  and  stamps  is  the 
A.N.S.  Monograph  No.  Ill,  "Early  Arabic  Glass  Weights  and  Stamps",  by 
George  C.  Miles,  1948. 

********************************************************************** 


FROM  TRADESMEN  TO  BANKERS 


Robevt  R.  Kutchev 3 Lincoln  3 Nebraska 3 NI  # 1289 

Many  of  the  old  English  country  banks  had  humble  beginnings.  In  the 
late  eighteenth  century  the  roads  and  footpaths  around  the  towns  and 
villages  of  England  were  infested  with  highwaymen.  The  farmers  who 
would  go  to  market  in  town  to  sell  their  produce  were  fearful  to  return 
home  at  dusk  with  any  money.  As  most  of  the  old  established  tradesmen 
were  respected  persons,  the  farmers  were  glad  to  leave  on  deposit  their 
proceeds  with  these  people.  These  tradesmen  also  were  issuing  copper 
tokens  for  small  change,  as  the  crown  did  not  strike  anything  but  gold 
and  silver  coins.  In  this  way  such  tradesmen  untilmately  grew  into 
bankers . 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research  pur- 
poses, lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any  other  reason,  may 
do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 

Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 

better  for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = Uncirculated.  C = Complete. 

C = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  ( ) = Complete 

except  those  listed.  X = Except.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless  multiple 
for  the  particular  year. 

MALAYSIA  - Sarawak:  Y7  - 1870,  1888,  1889,  1891;  Y8  - 1892,  1897;  Y13 
- C;  Y14  - CX  (1927,  1941);  Y16  - 1920;  Y17  - CX  (1920);  Y20  - 1927; 

Y21  - C.  British  North  Borneo:  Y2  - 1888;  Y3  - 1921,  1935;  Y4  - C; 

Y5  - 1938,  1940;  Y6  - C.  Malaya  & British  Borneo:  YA1  - 1958,  1961; 

Y1  - CX  (1957,  1957H,  1958H,  1961H);  Y2  - 1960,  1961  , 1961H,  1961 KN ; 

Y3  - 1961  , 1961H ; Y4  - 1954,  1961  , 1961H.  Malaysia:  Y1  - 1967;  Yla  - 
1978,  1979;  Y2  - 1967,  1976,  1978,  1979;  Y3  - C to  1977  X (1971),  1979, 
1980;  Y4  - 1967,  1973,  1976,  1977,  1980;  Y5  - 1967;  Y5a  - 1980;  Y6  - C. 


MALDIVE  ISLANDS:  Y2  - 1319;  Y2a  - C;  Y3  - C;  Y3a  - C;  Y6  - C;  Y7  - C; 

Y7a  - C;  Y8  - C;  Y8a  -C;  Y9  - 1379;  Y10  - C;  Yll  - C;  Y12  - C. 

MALI : Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y3  - C. 

MALTA:  Y6  - 1972;  Y8  - 1972;  Y12  - 1972. 

MARTINIQUE:  Y1  - 1922. 

MAURITIUS:  Y14  - 1944;  Y19  - C;  Y20  - 1951;  Y21  - 1951;  Y25  - 1969, 

1971;  Y26  - 1959;  Y27  - 1959,  1969,  1971;  Y28  - 1959,  1971;  Y29  - 1956, 
1964;  Y30  - 1960,  1971. 

MEXICO  - Colonial:  Cr.  14  - 1749;  KM69  - 1780;  KM82  - 1814;  KM109  - 1794. 

War  of  Independence:  Oaxaca  - KM219  - 1813;  KM226  - 1813;  KM234  - 1813. 

Republic  of  Mexico:  KM344  - 1861,  1863;  KM348  - 1860;  KM357  - 1830,  1832, 

1835,  1936;  KM360  - 1862;  KM370.7  - 1841,  1847,  1851,  1862;  KM370.7  - 
1833;  KM370.il  - 1850;  KM372.1  - 1848;  KM372.2  - 1836;  KM372.9  - 1854/3; 
KM374.8  - 1858.  Mexican  Republic  - Decimal:  KM391.6  - 1889,  1890,  1892, 

1897;  KM392  - 1883;  KM393  - C;  KM394  - 1902;  KM394.1  - 1900,  1903,  1904, 

1905;  KM395  - C;  KM400  - 1900  wide  C;  KM403.6  - 1887.  Mexico  - United 
States:  KM415  - CX  (1905,  1914,  1915,  1920,  1921,  1922,  1924/3,  1925, 

1926,  1929,  1940);  KM416  - C;  KM417  - C to  1966  X (1955,  1960);  KM419  - 
1906,  1921,  1927,  1935,  1939,  1941;  KM421  - 1906,  1911,  1914;  KM422  - 
1935;  KM423  - CX  (1942);  KM424  - C;  KM425  - C;  KM426  - CX  (1954  dot, 

1954  w/o  dot);  KM427  - C to  1976;  KM428  - 1905,  1911;  KM430  - 1921, 

1935;  KM431  - 1928;  KM432  - C X (1938);  KM433  - CX  (1955);  KM434  - 1977; 
KM437  - 1935;  KM438  - 1935,  1937,  1939,  1941,  1942,  1943;  KM439  - CX 
(1943,  1945,  1952);  KM440  - CX  (1955,  1956,  1959);  KM44T  - CX  (1972); 

KM442  - C to  1979  X (1975);  KM443  - CX  (1953);  KM444  - 1964;  KM445  - 
1907  curved  7:  KM448  - C;  KM449  - 1950;  KM450  - CX  (1957);  KM451  - C; 

KM452  - C to  1978  X (1972,  1973,  19741;  KM455  - 1924,  1927,  1932,  1945; 

KM456  - C;  KM458  - C;  KM459  - 1959,  1960,  1962,  1963,  1964,  1965,  1967; 

KM460  - 1970,  1971,  1972,  1978;  KM462  - C;  KM465  - C;  KM466  - C;  KM467  - 
1952,  1953;  KH468  - C;  KM469  - C;  KM471  - C;  KM472  - C to  1977  X (1971); 
KM473  - 1917;  KM474  - 1956;  KM476  - C;  KM477  - 1977;  KM479.1  - C; 

KM480  - C;  KM483  - 1977  high  7 ' s , 1978.  Revolutionary:  Chihuahua  - 

KM613  - C;  KM615  - C.  Durango  - KM632  - C.  Oaxaca  - KM719  - C;  KM721  - 

C;  KM 740  - C. 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

COINAGE  OF  .THE  EMIRATE'S  OF  AIDIN:  Emirate's  of  The ologues /Ephesus. 

By  Cuneyt  Olger.  28pp,  4 plates,  illustrations  of  43  coin  photos. 

Map  and  genealogical  table.  6-5/8"  x 9V1 , stiff  paper  covers.  (Istan- 
bul 1985:  Yenilik  Basimevi).  Obtainable  from:  Numismata  Orientalia, 

P.  0.  Box  212,  Tenafly,  NJ  07670.  $7.50  postpaid. 

In  this  monograph  (No.  10  of  the  author's  series  on  the  coinages  of 
the  Ottomans  and  their  predecessors)  the  rare  coins  of  the  Aydinoglu 
principality  are  dealt  with  and  classified,  together  with  a brief 
history  of  the  period. 

Aydinoglu  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  beyliks  to  emerge  after  the 
collapse  of  the  Seljuk  Empire  in  Anatolia.  They  had  constant  relations 
with  the  west  through  their  economic  and  political  ties  with  Venice. 

All  the  coins  photographed  have  also  been  carefully  drawn  for  study 
purposes  and  greatly  enhance  the  text  throughout  the  work.  The  copper 
coins  (mangirs)  of  Umur  Beg  (1334-1348)  are  well  covered,  as  are  the 
two  types  of  akges  struck  by  Isa  Bey  in  his  thirty  years  reign.  In 
addition  the  few  remarkable  coins  of  the  Ghazi  Cuneyd  Bey,  the  last 
ruler,  are  discussed. 

This  important  study  constitutes  a definite  contribution  to  the  docum- 
ents of  the  period.  It  is  recommended  for  purchase  by  all  collectors 
of  Islamic  coins. 


Reviewed  by  Kenneth  M.  Mackenzie 


DARPHANE  MUZESI : Osmanli  Madeni  Paralari  Katalogu  (The  Mint  Museum 

Catalogue  of  Ottoman  Coins.  178pp  + 12  plates,  136  coin  photos.  Eng- 
lish text  summary,  lh  x 9h  inches,  paper  covers.  (Istanbul,  1985). 
Obtainable  from:  Numismata  Orientalia,  P.  0.  Box  212,  Tenafly,  N.J. 

07670.  $18.00. 

The  listing  of  Ottoman  coins  in  this  catalogue  are  the  specimens  held 
in  the  Istanbul  Mint  Museum  which  moved  to  its  new  location  in  July 
1967.  For  over  five  hundred  years  the  national  mint  has  been  located 
in  this  city,  even  after  the  formation  of  the  Turkish  Republic  when 
the  capital  was  moved  to  Ankara. 

There  are  many  significant  coins  which  are  not  mentioned  in  the  Yapi 
ve  Kredi  Bank  collection  catalogued  by  Nuri  Pere  (now  out  of  print). 
The  collection  includes  many  of  the  later  coins  listed  by  regnal  years 
(or  initial  letters),  with  all  the  actual  weights  and  measurements  of 
the  coins,  which  one  must  assume  were  fine  genuine  specimens  deposited 
in  the  mint  over  many  years.  Accurate  drawings  of  the  coins  photo- 
graphed embellish  the  text  pages. 

The  reader  will  find  interesting  altuns  struck  in  Amid  under  Selim  I, 
Selim  II,  Murad  III,  Mehmed  III,  Ahmed  I,  and  in  Algiers  (West)  under 
Ahmed  II,  as  well  as  the  rare  ."dort  findik"  struck  in  Egypt  in  the 
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reign  of  Ahmed  III.  There  are  akges  from  Bursa  (Cem  Sultan),  Chanicha 
(under  Mehmed  III,  Ahmed  I,  Osman  II,  Murad  IV),  and  from  Damascus 
under  Mehmed  IV  among  the  1580  gold  coins,  2073  silver,  267  coppes  and 
56  nickel  coins  listed,  struck  in  66  mints  in  the  Empire. 


For  Ottoman  coin  collectors  and  student  this  new  catalogue  is  a nec- 
essary reference  work,  and  it  should  interest  all  dealers  and  collect- 
ors of  Islamic  coins,  as  well  as  important  libraries  with  numismatic 
reference  books. 


The  foreword  is  by  Salih  Yardimic,  General  Manager  of  the  Directorate 
of  the  Mint,  and  Mr.  Cuneyt  Olfer  has  provided  us  with  an  expert's 
catalogue  of  a little  known  and  prestigious  collection. 

Reviewed  by  Kenneth  M.  MacKenzie 

************************************** **********^**** ******** ********* 


BOOK  NEWS 

First  Ottoman  Numismatic  Bibliography  of  Yugoslav  Sources  Published 


Ranko  MandiC,  a member  of  the  Oriental  Numismatic  Society  has  published 
its  Occasional  Paper  #19  - titled  "Ottoman  Numismatics  - A Bibliography 
of  Yugoslav  Sources" . 

This  bibliography  "aims  to  list  all  papers  on  the  production  and  use 
of  Ottoman  coins  that  have  been  published  in  Yugoslavia  by  Yugoslav 
authors,  information  on  numismatic  studies  that  are  written  in  un- 
familiar languages  and  difficult  to  come  by  for  numismatists  outside 
the  area" . 

This  first  bibliography  in  this  area  known  to  the  author,  and  he  would 
appreciate  hearing  of  suggestions  from  interested  numismatists  of 
additional  or  corrections. 

There  are  42  titles  listed  in  Serbo-Croatian,  French,  German,  Turkish 
and  in  English.  It  covers  2+  pages. 

Interested  numismatists  could  send  a request  to  Michael  R.  Broome,  ONS 
Secretary  General,  30  Warren  Road,  Woodley,  Berks,  England,  on  how  they 
may  obtain  a copy  of  this  first  Yugoslav  Numismatic  Bibliography. 

*********************************************************************** 
FLAVIUS  CLAUDIUS  JULIANUS,  A . D . 360-363 


than  the  label 
historians  for 
Christiani  ty . 


Flavius  Claudius  Julianus,  the  Roman 
emperor,  was  the  half-brother  of  Con- 
stantius  Gallus  and  the  nephew  of  Con- 
stantine the  Great.  Julian  II  was  a 
very  learned  man  and  some  of  his 
writings  are  still  extant.  The  title 
of  "Philosopher"  given  to  him  by  his 
contemporaries  is  probably  more  just 
of  "The  Apostate"  given  to  stigmatize  him  by  the  church 
his  favoring  of  the  old  pagan  religion  over  the  new 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Fred  Schwan , Post  Office  Box  L,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas  66027-0351: 

Does  anyone  have  any  information  on~theHD41  bank  tokens  for  Reunion, 
Yeoman  6 and  7 but  currently  listed  in  Krause/Mishler  as  unconfirmed? 

Doe  these  tokens  exist?  What  do  they  look  like?  All  information 
wanted.  Thanks.  Phone  913-651-2878. 

Bob  Reis,  P.  0.  Box  1060,  Lake  Oswego,  OR  97034:  Would  like  to  acquire 

Mongolian  coins,  especially,  Y-l  ,2  ,4,5 ,6 ,10 ,11  ,12 ,13 ,14 ,36  & 42.  Also 
need  these  dates:  Y28  1980;  Y30  1980;  Y31  1980;  Y33  1980;  Y34  1970  & 
1980,  and  other  dates  not  listed  in  K/M.  Can  anyone  tell  me  what  hap- 
pened to  Y9?  Write  with  details  or  send  for  offer. 

Charles  A.  Robbins,  P.  0.  Box  4305,  Meridian,  MS  39304:  Would  like  to 

trade  world  coins,  including  some  US,  for  Philippine  and  Republic  of 
Lithuania. 

Greg  Franck-Weiby , 2803  Spring  Villa  St.  S.E.,  Silverton,  OR  97381: 

I have  a AR  8 soldi  of  Mantua  (type  of  Carlo  II  Gonzaga,  1637-65). 

The  first  word  of  the  inscription  around  the  sunface  appears  to  be 
"NON"  and  the  last  word  "LUCE";  the  rest  is  lost  to  clipping  and  other 
damage.  Can  anyone  tell  me  the  complete  inscription  and  an  accurate 
translati on? 

John  L.  Pieratt,  2635  S.  Hydraulic,  32C,  Wichita,  KS  67216:  Need  in- 

formation, photos  for  coins  listed  in  Mi tchiner Champa,  Funam  period 
coinage,  Mitch.  #3028  Fuang,  Indo  China  #4573  500  Cash,  #4574  10  Cash, 
listed  in  Charles  K.  Panish  Prag  Bat  2a  Garuda  Bird,  4b  Lotus  Flower, 

5a  Cocoa  Bean,  7 horse,  8a  crab,  11a  hippogriff,  12a  hamsa  bird.  Un- 
listed in  S.C.W.C.  KM1  to  32. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept  from  NI 

members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal  or  whatever, 
for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6)  MAXIMUM. 
The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  including  sufficient 
for  insurance  or  registration,  if  desired.  Send  to  NI  Attribution  Com- 
mittee, P.  0.  Box  2057,  Saugatuck  Station,  Westport,  Conn.  06880,  USA. 

■ *********************************************************************** 


THE  COVENTRY  HALF  PENNY 


Robert  R.  Kutaherj  Lincoln 3 Nebraska 3 NI  # 1289 

Perhaps  the  best  known  of  the  eighteenth  century  English  trade  tokens 
is  the  Coventry  Half  Penny  issued  by  Robert  Reynolds  and  Company,  who 
were  ribbon  weavers.  The  obverse  of  the  token  has  Lady  Godiva,  nude, 
riding  a horse  to  the  left  and  with  the  legend  PRO  BONO  PUBLICO,  and 
the  date  in  the  exergue.  The  tokens  were  issued  from  1792  through 
1795.  There  are  two  reverse  types  for  these  coins.  The  first  type 
has  an  elephant  facing  left  with  a castle  on  its  back  and  the  legend 
COVENTRY  HALFPENNY.  Around  the  edge  is  PAYABLE  AT  THE  WAREHOUSE  OF 
ROBERT  REYNOLDS  & CO.  The  second  reverse  is  a view  of  the  Coventry 
Cross.  This  is  a Gothic  Cross  approached  by  steps  and  enriched  with 
statuary  and  has  the  side  ornamented  with  pinnacles  and  flags.  The 
legend  and  edge  is  the  same  as  for  the  first  type. 


